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April 2 7,- 1978 


fear Senator Cranston* 

Thank you for your request for information of 
April 4 concemino the human rights situation in 
Argentina. 

«ith reference to Father Klebcr Silva Ir ibarneqaray, 
the Department has no information about Mm. However, 
our Fnbassy in Suenos Aires ha* presented an inouiry 
requesting information on his welfare and whereabout* 
to the Argentine Foreign ministry Korkina Group on 
Human Rights. When we have word I will let your office 
know. 

In reference to other points nade in vcur con- 
stituent’s letter* 

1) The Catholic Church i* not the only denomination 
permitted in Argentina. At present there are some 1,800 
different religious groups operating there. 

2) There is no U.S. aid program in Argentina! DP AID 
ceased operating there in 1971. Since FY 1976 the 11. S, 
has not provided military credit* to Argentina and under 
legislation paaaed by Congress, military sales to Argentina 
will be prohibited after September 30, 1975. In addition, 
the United Stater has used its voice in the International 
Financial Institutions to demonstrate concern over th* 
hurait rights situation in Argentina. 
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Human rights is a cornerstone of United States policy, 
in Argentina and worldwide. We will continue to do what 
we properly can to make our concern known to the Argentine 
government. 


Sincerely, 


0 - *-J 

Douglas J. Bennet, Jr. 
Assistant Secretary 
for Congressional Relations 


Enclosure: 

Correspondence returned. 
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